
M I N U T E S 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

June 8, 2004 
5:00 PM 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Members Pacholl, Christopherson, Koch, and 

Nordin 
 
ABSENT: Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, Council Members Jorgenson and 

Chamberlain 
 
STAFF PRESENT: David Hoversten, Lucy Johnson, Jon Erichson, Jim Hurm and Tom 

Dankert 
 
ALSO PRESENT: George Brophy from the Development Corporation of Austin (DCA), Austin 

Daily Herald, and Austin Post Bulletin 
 
 
Mayor Rietz opened the meeting at 5:05 p.m.   
 
Item #1 – City Attorney David Hoversten discussed the sale of liquor outside of liquor 
establishments.  Mr. Hoversten discussed his memo dated June 1, 2004 to James Hurm.  In the 
memo, Mr. Hoversten stated that under the proposed liquor ordinance, entities would still need to 
petition to sell liquor outside for special occasions (4th of July, etc.), and this petition needs to be 
specifically approved by Council with specific limitations.  For this, Mr. Hoversten stated the 
city could charge a fee that covers the cost of the administration and investigation time it takes to 
review the license. 
 
Council Member Nordin questioned if portable bars are allowed.  Mr. Hoversten stated they 
would be allowed for regular bar owners, but the operation must be conducted on their property, 
not on public sidewalks or other public property.  Mr. Hoversten noted Council could impose 
any restrictions they deem necessary on this ordinance. 
 
Mayor Rietz questioned when the parameters would be set by Council.  Mr. Hoversten noted for 
those regular owners that sell liquor, it would come at the time of application for their annual 
license.  The fee charged, if any, needs to be the same for all owners. 
 
City Clerk Lucy Johnson noted that if a business, like Steve’s Pizza, wanted to sell liquor 
outside, they would need to show us a plan ahead of time that Council could approve.  The 
regular requests would come to Council annually, but special requests would come to council 
whenever the request was made. 
 
Council Members Koch and Pacholl noted we should not set the fee very high. 
 
After further discussion, Council Members Koch, Pacholl, and Christopherson noted they were 
in favor of allowing these sales.  Council Member Nordin noted she was opposed for public 
safety concerns. 
 



Mr. Hoversten stated the next step would be to have staff come up with an appropriate fee for 
those entities that would request a special one-time event fee.  Council noted they did not want to 
charge an extra fee for the regular license holders that would have an annual license to conduct 
these sorts of sales. 
 
Motion by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Koch, to have staff bring 
back an appropriate fee for such one-time special event licenses.  Carried 4-0.  Item will be 
added to a future council work session for further discussion.  
 
Item #2 – Mr. Hurm discussed the concerns with mobile food vendors, and noted the City of Red 
Wing has an ordinance that seems to be very sufficient for our needs.  Mr. Hoversten clarified 
that this is not an ordinance to prohibit or regulate food stands on private property; this is for 
public property or right-of-way. 
 
Mayor Rietz questioned if a food wagon stayed in one spot for more than 21 days, what would 
happen.  Mr. Hoversten and Ms. Johnson stated that if they were there for more than 21 days 
they would need a permanent license to conduct business, not the temporary vendor license. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned if the license would indicate where such food sales would 
take place.  Ms. Johnson noted that is included on the license. 
 
Mr. Dankert questioned about the incident that happened in St. Paul last year where a child was 
cited for not having a license for his lemonade stand on the sidewalk.  This turned out to be quite 
embarrassing for the city when it hit the newspaper.  Mr. Hoversten noted people could move the 
lemonade stand off of the sidewalk and onto their property if needed.  Council Member Koch 
also stated that some police discretion needs to be used on this sort of scenario.  Mr. Hoversten 
noted this is not for pop machines either. 
 
Motion by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Koch to bring forward the 
proposed ordinance as is to council.  Carried 4-0.  Item will be added to a future council agenda. 
 
Item #3C3 – George Brophy discussed his memo regarding a community vision program for 
downtown Austin.  Mr. Brophy noted he has a few contacts that could perform a review of our 
downtown area and then help us form a clear vision statement and development for our central 
business district.  The goal would be to use this information to prepare a block grant to get some 
federal/state dollars to rehabilitate some areas.  Mayor Rietz questioned if Council were to 
approve of this, what would be the timeline?  Mr. Brophy noted the work could be done in 
August/September.  Downtown historic preservation could also be part of this proposal. 
 
Council Member Koch stated that downtown retailers need some help.  We also have a 
significant minority population in the downtown area, and they should be part of the discussion.  
Mr. Brophy noted he could coordinate some of the data gathering with the intern the city is 
proposing to hire.  Council Member Koch noted he would not want the intern to be collecting 
data that was inapplicable.  Council Member Koch noted we need a marketing plan for 
downtown Austin. 
 
Mayor Rietz questioned what the next step was.  Mr. Brophy stated he should incorporate 
historic preservation and a marketing plan as part of the request for proposals and then send it to 



the three potential vendors to provide this service for us.  It may cost around $20,000 to do this.  
Mr. Hurm recommended all costs run through the HRA, and then they would bill us our share. 
 
Council Member Koch requested that whatever consultant is hired, they need to give us some 
recommendations as to how these plans would be implemented, and how similar sized cities 
have implemented such plans.   
 
Mr. Hurm clarified with council that the funding has already been set aside for this through the 
regular budget process. 
 
Motion by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Koch to approve of the 
funding for the hiring of an intern and for staff getting a proposal out soon to those individuals 
Mr. Brophy has recommended. 
 
Council Member Christopherson noted we cannot force owners of underutilized buildings to 
improve them.  Mr. Brophy agreed, noting we may be spending $20,000 here and not be able to 
do anything with the property owners if the property owners do not want their buildings 
improved.  Mayor Rietz stated we need both private and public funds to get this done.  Council 
Member Christopherson questioned where the public dollars would come from.  Mr. Hurm noted 
in order to get the block grants we would need to improve the area; we need the data/vision to 
get the state and federal agencies to fund us.  Mr. Brophy noted we could not force the private 
investment. 
 
Council Member Pacholl questioned the status of the former Silver Bullet building.  Mr. Hurm 
noted this issue should be on the next council work session agenda. 
 
The motion has already been made and seconded on this issue above.  Carried 4-0.  Council 
clarified that there are no expectations to bring this back to a council meeting for a vote as the 
dollars have been budgeted for.   
 
Item 3A – Mr. Erichson noted he will be helping the County conduct interviews with consultants 
on the new justice center.  Mr. Erichson noted he is using the position paper as his guide, and to 
try to ensure the downtown needs are reviewed.  Mr. Erichson noted he was highly doubtful that 
the scope of the work would be completed by the end of the year. 
 
With no further items to be discussed, Council toured city projects as follows: 
 

1. Wastewater Treatment Plant 
2. Airport 
3. Cook Farm 
 

Upon completion of the tour, meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
Director of Administrative Services 
 


